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Am commiſſioned by the Au- 
= thor of the following Sheets, 
to acquaint the Reader that 
JEL" by the 75 Part of them was 
or in haſte, before the late 
Bs Receſs, at the Requeſt - of a 
Gen Gentleman in the Country; 

| * who, obſerving the great Un- 
eafineſs the People were in there, defir d be would 
let him know what the Senſe of the Town 
was ; and that, in their own Language, as 
near as be could. How far his Demand is come 
ph d with, I leave him to judge. The Hiſtorical 
Relations that follow, tho now joined to the former, 
were begun with a very different View ; and if he 


finds ſome of em too prolix, be may be aſſur d the 


Author (who is now at a diſtance) did ſo too; and 
bad he had more time, they would have been ſbor- 
ter. There is one Thing more 1 am to tell him, 


and that is, that he is obliged to another for ſome 


Things in the latter Part; which, be hopes, will not 
be liked the worſe for coming from a greater Man 
than himſelf. And now my Orders are obey d. 
But fince I have taken Pen in Hand, I think 14 
try my Talent tos; and as my Friend has told him 
in the following Papers, how the great Men among 
the Romans atied in relation to their Country, 
I'll fhew him how the beſt and wiſeſt of em uſed 
to talk upon the ſame Head. 

hen you have look'd over all the Ties in Na- 
* ture, you will find nothing dearer, ſays Cicero, 
n Obligation of greater Importance, than that 
* by which we are every one 5 ty d to the Com- 
* monwealth. Our Parents, Children, Friends; 
* are all dear to us; but our fingle Country is 
more than all the reſt ; and every honeſt Man 
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BUEVGAOE. | 
& ;5 ready to lay down bis Life for the Advantage of that 
« ſacred Intereſt, How execrable then is the bee 
« Impiety of thoſe Men, who have torn their Country to 
« pieces by all forts of Villany, and who not only have 
& been, but are at this Inſtant conſpiring its Ruin and 
* Deſtruttion? | | 
e 65 the Duty (ſays one of their great Men) and 


« ſhould be the principal Care of thoſe that have the Ad- 


* miniſtration of publick, Affairs, to ſee that every Indi- 
« vidual be protected in his Property, and that the poor 
« and ſimple may not be circumvented by the little Arts 
* of cunning Men, or oppreſſed by the Power of great 
* Ones: In ſhort, that private Men may not be diſpoſ- 
* ſeſt of their Rights and Eſtates, under the Pretext of 
« publick Good, And if to make my own Fortune (con- 
© tinues he) by the impoveriſhing another, is declared un- 
c lawful, not only by the Dictate of Nature, and the Rights 
© of Nations, but by the particular Laws and Conſtitu- 
« tions of all States; How deteſtable muſt thoſe Gover- 
* notrs be, who abuſing that Confidence the plain and 
© honeſt Part of Mankind, who are always Minors, re- 
poſe in them, as their Truſtees and Guardians, draw 
* them by planſible Appearances, into their Net, and ſ6 
© enrich themſeves at the Expence of their Country; | 

« Plato's Rule, ſays the abovementioned Orator, ought 
© zo be obſerved by all that are entruſied with the Ad- 
« miniſtration of the Publick, It was this; that they 
* ſhould in ſuch ſort aſſert and defend the publick, Inte- 
« reſt, that all their Actions ſhould refer to that without 
* any Regard to their own private Advantage. There- 
« fore, above all Things, let ſuch keep themſelves clear 
« from the leaſt Suſpicion of Avarice, It's not only a mean 
« Thing, but an Impious, to make a Prey of the Common- 
« wealth. This 3s a copious Subject, but I ſhall confine 
« my ſelf, only hinting at a Law of this brave People, 
* which I would recommend ts the Conſideration of my 
« Countrymen, and it being made by the Wiſdom of the 
« Nation, that is by the Senate, will ſhew at once, the 
« Senſe of the whole Nation, with Reſpe& to the Conduct 
* of Perſons in the Adminiſtration. Donum ne Cipt- 
unto, neve danto, neye perendi, neye gerend?, 
nc ve geſti poteſtate. THE 
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Concerning the 


Preſent State of Affairs, 


r? intirely in Obedience to your 
V RnRaequeſt, that I ſend you this 
long Letter; which is nothing 
elſe but a plain and natural Ac. 
count of the People's Reſent- 
menr of their common Injuries 
and Misfortunes; or; to put it in 

\ your Terms, The Senſe of the Peo- 
ple, as far as my Memory will ſerve me, in their 
own Words, The Authors of their Grievances are 
at laſt” become intolerable to em; and Venge- 
ance, however unprofitable, as rhey are told, is'one 
chief End, which they propoſe, as their furure Se- 
curity. | Whoever thinks fir ro wirhdraw or excuſe 
himſelf from the Share he ought to bear in this De- 


ſign, is eg to be en 8e. a Confederacy, 
| | B 


which 
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which he is aſhamed to avow : This Suſpicion is fo 
far from being juſt of you, that I could wiſh you 
would come and vindicate. your Character to the 
Publick, which was never ſo miſerably neceſſitous 
of all honeſt Help as ar preſent. 5 

As I am now upon the Decline of a publick Life, 
J have had an Opportunity of obſerving a great deal 
of rhe Variety and Inconſtancy of publick Affairs; 
but | never yer knew ſo greata Ferment, ſo prevailing 
a Diſſatis faction, as at preſent we ſee through- 
out the whole Kingdom. Parties have been prefer- 
red, diſcarded, reſtored, mix'd, and the ſeveral 
Friends of each, have by turns complained of reci- 
procal Violence and Injury, Miſmanagement and 
Corruption; but I don't know that any of them have 
ever perſuaded the whole Body of the People into 
their Quarrel. No private little Wrongs could have 
effected a Diſcontent ſo univerſal, That Admini- 
ſtration muſt affect every one, which every one com- 
plains of, Indeed, when a Nation is plundered and 
oppreſſed, rhey can't bur feel and reſent ir. 

They imagine now, that at the Opening of this Seſ- 
fion, there was a Defign carry'd on by ſome, whom 
they will needs have to be very ill Men, to fecure, e- 
ven in fume Degree, the very late Directors; bur we 
(lay they) were nor tame enough ro admir or endure 
luch an Attempt; ſo that they were forced to drop 
the Deſign, and join (ar leaſt) in the Cry againſt 
em, tho they trembled at the Apprehenfion of eve- 
ry Fact that ſhould be diſcovered. They could have 
been glad ro have ſtood by their old Friends; but 
ſince that muſt not be, the next Tryal was to com- 
pound for their own Security, by the Sacrifice of 
their Allies. But this Artifice is not ſatisfactory; 
the People tell you that the beſt and likelieſt Means 
to come to the Bottom of their Misfortunes, is to 
begin at the Top. It is of very little value to them 
how the leſſer Cheats are diſpoſed of; They were ſo 
by Profeſſion, and have acted intirely in Character. 
If Daniel had been devoured in the Den, it is 
preſumed that no Body could have thought hard! 

0 
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of the Lyons: No, no, the Authors of the Villany 
are the Criminals; it's thoſe that deliberarely form- 
ed the Miſchief, and that hired and retained: their 
little Creatures to execute ir, who chiefly deſerve the 
Enquiry of a Parliament. 

ow comes it to paſs, ſay they, while leſſer Vil- 
lains, are puniſhed every Day, that thoſe who have 
pillaged che whole Country, ſhall eſcape? The greateſt 
Subjects of rhe Britiſy Crown, did nor uſe to be 
too great to be accountable to a Britiſh Parliament. 
Tis in vain for me, or any one to anſwer to this, 
But you would not condemn any one without ſufficient E- 
videnck; They can all immediately reply, that they 
can point ro Inſtances, and thoſe modern ones too, 
where Reſolutions have been taken, Cenfnres 
founded, and other Perſons been condemn'd, 
and all this very juſtly, upon the ſame or leſs 
Evidence. Bur ſuppoſe ** grant) the Evidence 
defective; in Conrrs of Juſtice it often happens 
that where there is not legal Proof enough to con- 
vict a Cheat, yet there is ſufficient to ſatisfy any 
one preſent, that it would be Folly to truſt him any 
more. A ſuſpected Miniſter ought to be uſed as 
Ceſar did his Wife, he did not expect Demonſtrati- 
on. Reaſonable Grounds of Suſpicion are enough 
in both Caſes, there being ſeldom above two privy to 
the Fact in either. If one tells em, tis Prudence 
to wink at ſome Things, otherwiſe the whole may 
be thrown into Confuſion, agd then where are our 
Eſtares ? The Anſwer is, that when ſuch a Confuſion 
is introduced, our Eſtates may indeed poſſibly be 
loſt ; bur by the Toleration of the late Iniquity, and 
thereby the Encouragement of all future Villanies, 
by the Increaſe of Debts, the Decay of Trade, the 
Deſtruction of Manufactures, the Ruin of Credit, 
the Miſmanagemear of the Revenue, the Loſs of 
Money to other Kingdoms, or the locking it up ar 
Home, and all this while, the Continuation of Taxes ; 
by theſe, ſay they, Confuſion is actually intrgduced, 
and our Eſtates are already loſt. 


B 2 


AY 


To her 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


(8) 


Tother Day I happened to be in a Company; 


where, to my great Surprize, I heard a Geatleman 


epdeavouring to moderate the publick Diſpleaſure. 
He rold us, that as he fincerely lamented the Ruin 
of his Country, he was,impatient for Redreſs, and 


hoped to ſee it made for ever unſafe for any one tq 
play the ſame Game over again; but he ventured to 


add, that by going roo faſt, or changing Hands too 
ſoon, we ran a Riſque (at leaſt) of altering for the 


worle : Thar as we had at preſent a Poſſibility of 
extricating our \ſelves from our Misfortunes, by. 


length of Time and careful Managemear, , we ſhou'd 


take the ſureſt Courſe, and nor commit our (elves to 
the, Adminiſtration of a Party, who, as they -ſecretly 
rejoyc d at our Miſerięs, will not fail ro improve em 


to their, own Adyantage; whoſe Principles have of- 
ren endanger'd the Liberties of theſe Kingdoms, and 


have entaild Slavery gn the greateſt Part of Eu- 


1 SERIES e 

But the whole Campany, not enduring the Decla- 
mation, ery d out, What then is Hhiggiſm ſupported 
by. Rapine, and Injuſtice.?. If that be the Caſe ; if the 


two Parties have chang'd their Ground; . if thoſe for- 


erly reckon d Anti- Courtiers are turn'd fawning, 
ablegt ious Dependants; in God's Name ler em fall. 
Vhizgiſm carries in it the very Nation of Liberty, 
and Love to our Country; and then it follows, that 


the Puniſhment of Publick Horſe-Leeches, Par- 


ricides, muſt be the. only Way to ſertle ¶Thiggilm, and 
ra lay a Foundation for the Happineſs of future 
Times. | 

In ſhorr, theſe are Pretences to ſcreen ſome favou- 
rite Offenders ; but when Things are come to Ex- 
tremity, you can Hoodwink us no longer. And we 
know very well, ſays one, what good Uſe was made 
of this Pretence, by the Event of a late Examinati- 
an; {o ſhallow, or ſo gorrupr are Engliſhmen grown. 


Bur givgme the Man, Tros Rutiluſve, Mig or Tory, that 


prefers the true Intereſt of England to that of any o- 
ther Country, or People whatever; that encourages 
Trade, and ſtudies ro adminiſter the Treaſure of the 
People thriftily and prudently. | Sugh 
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uch, Sir, is the Senſe of the People; and if 1 
give it you in their own Words, it is becauſe it was 
your Deſire I ſhou'd do ſo, that you might the better 
Judge at what they drive. | 98 

I perceive it is Matter of great Admiration to 
ſome, the extraordinary Addreſs that has been ſhewn 
in the ſecret Management of this Affair: That the 
whole Tranſaction of 574, 500 f. fictitious Stock 
ſhou'd only be with the Privacy of one fingle Man, 
that in caſe of Danger Al! might be ftifled by his 
withdrawing, and all other Proof neglected and diſ- 
couraged by the Name of Hearſay Evidence; tho* by 
the by, ſome will have ir thar Letrers and Nores 
under one's own Hand are more than Hearſay Evi- 
dence; and that the Practices of burning, blotting. 
razing, and interpolating, have been thought ſo much 
more than Preſumption, that they have, upon leſs 
Occaſion, been admitted as a tolerable Degree of 
Proof in a certain Place. | | | 

But hat T wou'd infer, ſays another, from Knight's 
Wirhdrawing, is the premeditated Villany of the 
Whole. The Actors, whoever they were, bad in- 
deed prodigious: Foreſight, by the Caution taken to 
prevent Diſcovery ; they foreſaw their 'Guilr, the 
Succeſs of ir, the Turn of Affairs, the Univerſal 
Calamiry, and conſequenrly their own Safety in the 
Secrecy of one: Had there been more, ſome of em 
might have ſqueak'd, or at leaſt not all of em e- 
ſcap'd; or if they had, it wou'd have had a worſe 
Aſpect than ar preſent. In fine, they foreſaw this 
very Examination ; bur the want of Judgment, as I 
hope ar leaſt, appeared in believing they had provi- 
ded ſufficiently againſt ir, and -imagining they were 
to be ar Eaſe in the Affluence of Princely Fortunes, 
amidſt the Miſery of their Fellow - Subjects. 


Some People have obſerved, that the Execution of 
the late pernicious Scheme, was ſcarcely attended 
with more Villany, than Madneſs and Folly; Furor 
rapiendi ac prædandi occæcavit oculos. The monſtrous 
Avarice of our Plunderers, has undone themſelves as 
well as the Nation: Each of the Thirty Little 
Cheats 


. 
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Cheats might have got their 100000 J. a piece and 
2 few others bave doubled that Sum, without run- 
ning any Riſque ; nay,. e have received 
Thanks for their great Care Publick Credit. 
So mean, fawning, obſequious, as well as indolent 
and corrupt are we grown, that nothing but the pro- 
digious Enormity of the Guilt, the Univerſality of 
our Miſery, has forc'd us into the Enquiry we are 
now making. 

As to the Event and Succeſs of this Enquiry; I 
ſhall nor be diſappointed (lays another) if nothing 
comes of it. The Nature of the Task is attended 
with ſo many Difficulties, and the Diſcouragements 
the Enquirers meet with from other Quarters. ſo 
great, that they have need of more than ordinary 
Coaſtancy and Reſolution to perſiſt in the Diſcharge 
of ſo, uneaſy a Truſt ; However, they have the 
Satisfaction to know, that rhe whole Weight of the 


Nation is on their Side; that they have the Bleſſings 


of all honeſt Men at preſent, and ſhall be ever men- 
tioned with Honour, in the Annals of their Country. 

Yes, ſays one that ſtood by, their Country can 
never do them too much Honour, while they con- 
tinue to have the ſame Regard for it they have hi- 
therto ſnoẽwCn: And as for what ſome People wou'd 
inſinuate, it is done with an ill Deſign; that they 
will grow cool, and their Courage abate from the 
many Difficulties they meet with, and ſo prove like 
the Dog of Antwerp, who had us d a long while to 
carry home his Maſter's Meat from the Marker with 
great Integrity. Ar laſt being harder beſer by ſome 
more reſolute Currs than ordinary, when he found, 
he cou'd defend ir no longer, he fell on himſelf: 
Since it's to no Purpoſe to hold out, ſays he, I bad as 
good have my Share, 

For my part, ſays one that had been liſtning to 
this Diſcourle, I am apt to think Matters might 
have been carry'd, long ago, with more Eaſe, if ſome 
of another Liſt had been employ'd. As now the 
Enquiry is proſecured with an Air of Buſineſs and 


Concern, it might then have look d like an Affair of 


Pleaſantry 
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nothing will be wanting on his Part, I am ſure, to 


Majeſty, I think, can't but have Intereſt and Au 
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Pleaſantry and Amuſement, and been receiv'd aud 
ſupported with a tolerable Degree of good Humour; 
but we ſee what wou'd be the Conſequence of fre- 
quent Ballots. | 7 
The Converſation is ſtill the ſame, where- 

ever you go. I muſt own, I heartily wiſh that 
they whoſe Buſineſs it is, wou'd pur a Stop ro 
it; which is only to be done, as far as I can gueſs, 
by giving up Offenders, be they who they will. 
Some will have it that Matters were manag'd wrong 
at firſt : They ought to have been ſecur d immedi- 
ately. If one ſhou'd reply, Would you have condemn's 
and puniſh'd em before you heard em? No, ſay they, 
they were ſufficiently beard (unleſs you'll quibble upou 
the Word) when the Books were firſt produc'd, 
which in an Hour's peruſal diſcover'd Villany enough 
ro have juſtify d their Confinement 5 and then we 
had not been ſending to Vienna, Bruſſels, &c. then 
we had at leaſt hid our Shame, and not been refus'd 
this little Fellow; than which I think, nothing 
ſhews our Miſery more. 

The Contempt which our good Friends and Al- 
lies have for us, is evident from the little Art they 
uſe to hide it: And their refuſing to deliver him u 
under rhe Prerence of ſome Privileges of the High 
and Mighty States of Brabant, can't, methinks, but 
raiſe Indignation in every Engliſ Breaſt. We are 
poor, and it ſeems our Allies know it, and therefore 
deſpiſe us. But let them beware how they rouſe 
the Lyon; other Anſwers have formerly been re- 
turn'd the Crown of England: And tho a Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons may and will always hear Rea- 
ſon, they will not ſuffer themſelves to be rrifled with, 
whoever elſe may. 

As for me (cries another) I am ſo fully perſwa- 
ded of the Emperor's Juſtice and Gratitude, that 


deliver up a. Man, who, as he was laſt Year made a 
Tool for the Deſtruction of the Nation, may now | 


be the Inſtrument of ſaving it. And his Imperial 
wor 
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rity enough with his own Subjects, to gain ſo ſmall 
a Point; who, tis well known, tho' he is as juſt and 
mild a Prince as any upon Earth, yet has formerly 
ſhewn thoſe very Subjects, that he knows how to aſ- 
ſert his Prerogative, and puniſh all their Pretences 
to Right, which contradict his juſt Will and Pleaſure. 

We the rather expect to ſee Mr. Knight in England, 
(as others ſay) not ſo much, becauſe tis ſuch a Trifle 
to the Emperor to grant, and at the ſame time fo 
valuable a Favour to us; but that we are inform'd, 
that his coming over is earneſtly defir'd, even by 
thoſe who can't but have Weight in what they ask 
of that Prince; and who ſeem concern'd in the Diſ- 


coveries which he is expected to make, as the only - 1 


way to clear up their Innocence, and wipe Aa- 
way the Suſpicion which has been moſt unjuſtly 
thrown upon their Characters. If theſe People are 
in earneſt, they ate very happy in having an Op- 
portunity of prefling this Matter more ſucceſsfully 
than others can. We own (ſay they) we ſhou'd be 
glad to ſee Knight, were it only to be ſatisfy'd, that 
ſuch a Parcel of Stock was honeſtly paid for; ſuck 
a Name and Letter was forgd ; ſuch a myſterious 
Tranſlation, ſuch a blind Accompr was clearly upon 
another Score than is generally ſuppos'd, and had 
no Relation ar all ro South Sea. 5 

This Diſcourſe was follow'd by a needleſs Cal- 
culation of the Length of Time, in Which we might 
hope to ſee Knight, if he was ſent over at all. As 
« the neareſt Way to Vienna has been lately found out 
e to be by Bruſſels; ſo for ought we know, the neat᷑- 
« eſt Way from Bruſſels may hereafter be thought 
“ to be by Vienna. And though Gentlemen ſhow'd 
« be perſwaded to attend the Service of their Coun- 
try till he comes, to the Detriment of their own 
« private Affairs; whether other Perſons will think 


proper to deſire or impoſe ſuch a Hardſhip upon 


em, we can't determine. 
However, continued they, tis certain there was 
a ſhorter Way of going to Work at firſt, Which is 


not yet altogether too late to try. The old Parlia- 
1 * | mentary 
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mentary Method was to repreſent their Grievances, 
and get them redreſs'd as ſoon as they met, before 
they wou'd go upon any other Conſiderations what- 
ever. It was not for want of Grievances (ſome tell 
us) whatever elſe might be wanting, that this Me- 
thod was not us d at firſt. If this Way of Proceeding 
had been taken, Knight cou d hardly have withdrawn, 
or perhaps it might have been convenient to have 
had him here again e'er this, to have avoided the 
Explication of many other Complaints of a different 
Nature, that might have been ſet on Foot; but 
whether that Point had been gained, ſeveral other 
valuable Advantages wou'd have been ſecur'd. 

There is a remarkable Proof of this Right of Par- 
liament, in Richard the I1d's Time, and Things of 
this Sort, are never the worſe for being old, Sonie 
„ undeſerved Favours, ſays my Author, ſhewn to a 
*« Minion, the Exorbitances of gteat Officers, and 
* orher publick Miſcarriages as to the Revenue, had 
* made no ſmall Impreſſions on the Minds of man 
© of the Lords, ag well as Commons, when Richard 
* call'd a Parliament. They, ſoon after they were 
*© aſſembled, joined in this Meſſage to him (Henry 
* Knighton's Words, who lived ar the very time, are 
* thele) That the Chancellour and Treaſurer ought to be 
** removed from their Offices, becauſe they were not for 
the good of the King and Kingdom; and becauſe alſo 
* they had ſuth Matters to treat of with one of them, 
"* as could not be treated of, while he remained in that 
* Office, | 

The King. who no doubt, thought this a very 
bold Way of proceeding in bis Subjects, aſſure 
'em, He would not remove his meaneſt Scullion Boy at 
their Inſtance, and adviſed 'em ro haſten the Buſineſs 
of Parliame it; by which is meant the Supply bf his 
Expences for his Wars, Houſhold and other Char- 
ges. But the Lords and Commons, by joint Con- 
ſent, reply'd, That they neither could, nor would diſ- 
patch the leaſt Article, till he (who, as the Hiſtorian - 
lays, was then lingering at Eltham) would come to 
em. and remove Michael de Pole, the Chancellour, 
from his Office, C Tis 


tv 
: 

: 
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The King's Anſwer to this, not pleaſing them, The 
Parliament ſent him this Meſſage. Sir, The Prelates, 
* Lords, and whole People of the Commons of England, 
after ſeveral loyal and honeſt Wiſhes, intimate 
* theſe Things unto you, that they have it confirmed by 
ancient Conſtitution, which none can contradict, 


that the King ought to call a Parliament once a 


Tear, as the higheſt Court of the Realm, wherein 
„Equity ought to ſhine bright, where, as well poor 
* as rich, ought to find Refreſhment, by removing 
* all kind of Abuſes, where publick Grievances are 
* to be redreſs d, and with the moſt prudent Coun- 
* (el, the State of the Nation is to be treated of, that 
the King's and Nation's Enemies at Home, as well 
* as Abroad may be diſcovered and puniſhed, and 
the neceſſary Burdens of the King and Kingdom 
* may with moſt Eaſe (the publick Want conſidered) 
„ be ſupply d. And they conceive alſo that fince 
* chey are to ſupport the publick Charge, they 
* ſhould have the ordering and ſuperviſal too, how 
* and by whom their Goods and Ferrunes are ex- 
*« pended. 

What follows in this Remonſtrance is ſtill freer ; 
to which the King making a threarning Anſwer, the 
Lords and Commons, after giving him ſome ſea» 
ſonable Advice, relating to his Threats, proceed in 
theſe Words. 

The People of England have in your Time ſuſ- 
© rained ſo many Taxes for the ſupport of your Wars, 
* as that now they are reduced to ſuch incredible 
* Poverty, that they can neither pay their Rents, nor 
aſſiſt their King, nor even afford themſelves the 
Neceſſaries of Life: And all this is brought ro 
* paſs by the evil Miniſters of the King, who have 
ill. governed both King and Kingdom to this Day: 
And unleſs we do quickly ſer our helping Hands 
* ro the work, and raiſe the healing Prop, the 
Kingdom of England will, in leſs Time than we 
think of, be miſerably ſubverted. 


But 
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N 
gut there is yet one Part of our Meſfage on the 
% behalf of your People to be imparted to you, Thar 
« we have an ancient Conſtitution (not many Ages 
* fince experimented ;) it grieves us to mention it: 
That if the King through any evil Counſel Whatever, 
* or through a weak Obſtinacy, or Contempt of his 
* People, ſhall alienate himſelf from them, and re- 
*« fufe ro govern by the Laws and Statutes of the 
„Realm; if he ſhall throw himſelf headtong into 
* wild Deſigns, and ftubboraly execute his own'fitti- 
* gular arbitrary Will. — Then follows the 
Right of the People, dreadfully aſſerted. Hur they 
afterwards go on, n 7307 23079 
That this Kingdom may nor by your evil Conn- 
* ſellours be ſubverred ; This Kingdom o honoura- 
«* rable, and above all the Nations in the World, 
* moſt famous in War, may not now in yet: Time, 
© through the Diſtractions of ill Governntent, be 
© miſerably laid waſte; Thar the Title and Inſcripti- 
on of theſe Miſeries, may never be placed as a 
* ſcandalous Mark upon your Reign, and this un- 
© happy Age: Recall, we beſeech you, your a Royal 
Mind from ſuch fooliſh and pernicious Counſels; 
and whoſoever they are that ſuggeſt ſueh-Marrers 
to you, do not only not hearken to em, but total- 
* ly remove them from you; for in a Time of Dan- 
# ger it will be found they can no ways effectually 
* ſerve you. | E dn 
The Reaſon and Honeſty of this wrought ſo much 
upon the King, that in three Days Time he came 
to his Parliament, though with ſome Reluctance; 
when Michael de Pole was impeach'd of high · Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors, and turned out of his Office, and 
another put in his Place by Conſent of Parliament, 
as was likewiſe the Treaſurer, another Favou- 
rite. | ELD 
Bur ir ought ro be remembered for the inſtructi- 
on of theſe Times, that upon the King's deſiring a 
Supply at the ſame time, that he ſeemed to heſitate 
at the diſcarding Pole, The Commons anſwered, 
That he did not need the Tallage of his Subjefts, who 
C2 might 
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mig hs ſo eaſilj furniſh himſelf of ſo great a Sum of Mo- 
mey from bim that was bis Debtor, as the Articles of 
Impeachment ſet forth. | 
As for Robert de Vere, Duke of Ireland, the King's 
moſt dangerous Favourite, the Parliament, to ſhew 
their Prudence and Moderation, choſe rather to 
give him a vaſt Sum of Money, upon Condition 
that he would go to Ireland, than to endure the 
Influence of his Counſels near the King's Perſon. 
But after all this, tbe good Commons had no ſooner 
gained their Points, than they freely gave the King 
a Supply N Ke | 

Before they broke up (continues my Author) the 
Parliament obſerving, by the Covetouſneſs of rhe 
King's. Miniſters, that the Publick Revenue was 
vainly laviſhd, the King inſufferably abus'd, (partly 
thro' Negligence to ſearch out the Truth, partly 
thro a reſolute Humour to ſupport thoſe beyond 
Reaſon, whom he had once advanced) chat the 
common People, by continual and grievous Burthens, 
were ' miſerably impoveriſh'd ; the Rents of the 
Great Men much impaired, and their poor Tenants 
in many Places, forc'd ro abandon their Husbandry, 
and leave their Farms empty and deſolate ; and 
that by all this the King's Officers alone became im- 
meaſurably rich: They therefore choſe a Number 
of confiderable Men to inſpect, treat of, and deter- 
mine all Affairs, Cauſes and Complaints ariſing, from 
the Death of Edward the Third, to thar Time; as 
likewiſe of the King's Expences and his Miniſters, 
and all other Prievances happening within that 
Time. | | 
The Hiſtorian farther obſerves, That when the 
Parliament endeavour'd at an A of Reſumpt ion, the 
juſt and frequent Way to repair the languiſhing 
Condition of the Nation, M. de Pole told the King, it 


was to the King's Diſhonour, ad dedecus Regis, and 


 forc'd him from it; to which the Commons anſwer d, 
Altho' they were wearied ont by Toils and Expences 
they wou'd never grant the King a Subſidy, until 
by Authority of Parliament he ſhau'd _—_— te- 

| ü ſumę 


* 
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«, fame all that belong d to the Crown of England. And 
« that it was more to the Diſhonour of the King ro 
« leave ſo many of his poor Subjects in intollerable 
% Want. Yer cond not all good Counſel work, till b 
Parliament that Grear bad Man was baniſn d; whic 
was no ſooner done, but an Act of Reſumption follow d; 
ſo true it is, and it ought to be a perpetual Leſſon 
to Poſterity, That whenever the People f England de- 
fire to redreſs Grievances, and recover what they have 
been plunder'd of ; The Work muſt begin with the Im- 
peachment of Corrupt Miniſters, The Weighr of a 
Parliament will ever bear down a bad Man, how 
Great ſoever. 

It's certain, a King who wou'd reform the State 
for the general Eaſe and Benefit of his People, 
muſt expect to meet with ſome Difficulties, eſ- 
pecially if thoſe neareſt him, and who have his 
Ear, are Partakers in the Abuſes he wou'd cor- 
rect: All ſort of Rubbs will be laid in the Way, 
and the Fears of ſuch as may be call'd ro an Ac- 
count, will make em ſer all kind of Engines at. 
work. They who are conſcious of their Guilr, and 
apprehenſive, thar the Juſtice of the Nation ſhou'd 
take Notice of their Thefts and Rapines, will try 
ro give all Things a falſe Turn, and fill every Place 
with their falſe Suggeſtions; they'll accuſe innocent 
or leſs guilty Perſons, that ſo by putting the People 
upon a wrong Scent, they may avoid the Purſuers, 
and eſcape unpuniſhd. 

Sometimes they will ſpirit the Chief, if not the 
only, Evidence away : Ar other Times they will en- 
deavour to blaſt the Repuration of ſuch as wou'd 
enquire into their Actions. And tho' perhaps there 
are no other poſſible Ways left ro ſupply the State, 
but by making them diſgorge, and bringing em to 
a Reſtitution, yet they will pretend that all Moti- 
ons leading thereto, and all Enquiries of this Nature 
are nothing but Spight, the Effects of Diſcontent, 
and the Reſult of Faction. And that the full Know- 
ledge of their Crimes may never reach the Prince's 
Ear, they endeavour to engroſs him to themſelves, 


by 
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by mifreprefenting all that are not of their Cabal, 


at diſaffected to his Perſon and Government. 


They H find our falſe Colours far their Proceedings, 
and cover. their Corruption and Rapine with the 


Pretence of their Maſter's Service; nay rather than, 
fail bey throw rhe Odium of the Whole upon 
um. | !£t nt 


By cheſe falſe Suggeſtions, well-meanipg Perſons. 


have Ofen frighten d from reaching at great 
2 | 5 fe 
with: what Warmch and. Zeal Corruptions are de- 
fended, have been wearied into Silence ; and this 
has made ſome of our Kings believe, That either 
the Offenders were got above the Laws, er hat the 
People conſented to thofe Things they did not think 
fir to puniſh, But wiſe Princes ſee thro' all this. 
They know that an honeſt Miniſter will be content 
with moderate Gains; and that no Merit can give 
a Man a Title to rob the Publick : That a few may, 
complain without Reaſon ; but that there is Occa- 

fion for Redreſs when the Cry is Univerſal, | 
They ſee thro” all their little Artifices, and can't 
but be Tenfkble, whatever Colours they may give to 
their Villany, thar Mankind muſt abhor to bebold 
a few enrich 4 with the Spoils of a whole Country, 
and to ſee private Perſons ſecuring ro themſelves, in 
ſpighe of Parhamenr, a vaſt ill-gotten Wealth in the 
Poverty of the Publick; and therefore they'll be the 
firſt to deſire every Thing ſnou d be look d into, and 
all poſſibls Thrift ſez en Foot that may eaſe the 
People: They'll make Choice of ſuch Miniſters as 
are likelieſt to handle the Nation's Money with the 
cleaneſt Hands: They'll propoſe, with Pleaſure, 
themſelves, that thoſe Evils may be corrected, which 
a few have committed at the Expence of the Whole 
Kingdom; chat the Thefts upon the Publick be 
look d into and puniſn d. They won't ſtay to be 
ask d, that thoſe Servants may be call'd to an Ac- 
count who have broken their Truſt, and in their Of- 
fices conſemed ro the Plunder of the Nation, tho 
they ſhou'd have had no Share in it themſelves, 
knowing 


even the beſt. Patriots, by ſeeing 
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knowing that our Las put little Difference berween 
a Miniſtet that contracts actual Guilt himfelf, and 
him who permits others to commit a Crime, which 
by the Authority of his Office he might have pre- 
vented. | | 

And indeed the Reaſon is plain, for it is the In- 
rereſt of Princes, when they come to underſtand the 
true State of Things, ſo to do. They cant be un- 
willing to prevent their own Ruin; and ſuch a 
King never wants Aſſiſtance, who will look into A- 
buſes: And their Faction, who have been guilty of 
Male-Adminiſtration, will be found very weak, 
when he is once in Earneſt to have what has been a- 
miſs amended, becauſe but a few are Gainers'by 
Miſgovernment, and a Multitude are injur'd by it. 

'Tis true, Plunderers have now and then our-bra- 
ved the Laws and efcaped, when in their Depreda- 
tions upon the Publick, there have been a great ma- 
ny concern'd, and they became ſafe by the Multi- 
tude of thoſe who have been Partakers in the Booty; 
and yet there are Examples in former Reigns, where 
the true Lovers of our Conſtitution have couragi- 
ouſly attacked and brought ro Condemnation Men 
in the higheſt Poſts of Authority, and thoſe fortifi- 
ed by the Multitude of the Perſons concerned in the 
Plunder; and ſhall not the popular Hue and Cry which 
ſo hotly parſues the Robbers at this time, the Wants 
of the Nation calling ſo loud for Vengeance, the 
univerſal Voice of the People, crying Refund, Refund, 
awaken ſome honeſt Patriots, ſome brave Spirits, to 
inſiſt upon the moſt rigorous Puniſhment of a few; 


I fay a very few Miſcreants (would I could call their 


Boory ſmall roo) given up by the whole Body of 


the Kingdom, and deteſted by all Mankind, bur 
their Aſſociates? 


And how is this great and honeſt Deſign likely 


to be better executed than by imitating the Parlia- 


ment of Richard the IId, (tho' perhaps it had been as 
proper ſooner) in aſſerting the immediate Neceſſity of 
redreſſing Grievances, and rejecting every other 
Contideration, till that is done; which is not only 


the 
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the ancient Conſtitution of this Government, but 
the moſt probable Way ro come at Offenders, when 
timely taken, by ſhewing a proper Reſolution in 
their Proſecution, and by that Means giving them 
no Opportunity to concert Meaſures with the Accom- 
plices in their Crimes, or to withdraw themſelves or 
their Effects from Juſtice, | 

Whether or no Richard's Parliament did prudent- 
ly in giving ſo great a Power to a ſelect Number of 
Men, after they were diſmiſs'd, I ſhall not decide 
bur they certainly took one Method not only wiſe 
bur Parliamentary ; I mean, that they themſelves, 
during their Seſſion, went into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, to conſider of the State of the Nation 3 
and this plainly gained em their Point, This is al- 
ways the great Day of a Parliament, and valuable 
ro Engliſhmen: Then the Subject feels his Strength, 
and vindicates his Liberties, And whether the Re- 
preſentatives of the People aſſembled at this Day in 
Parliamenr, (than which 1 am ſure there never was 
any that better underſtood their Duty to their King 
and Country,) will follow the ſame Method, time 
will ſnew. 

This was the Way the Parliament rook in the 
Reign of Edward the IId, when they wanted to get 
rid of a moſt pernicious Favourite, Peirce Gaveſton, . 

a Frenchman ; who had ſo poſſeſlsd the King, 
that he entirely neglected the Counſels of his No- i 
bles, and the Affairs of State. In his firſt Parlia- 
ment, they unanimouſly beſought the King to ad- 
viſe and treat with his Nobles concerning the State 
of the Kingdem ; and at the ſame Time falling them- 
ſelves into a very ſtrict Examination of Affairs on 
their Part; they urged the Matter with ſuch good 
Succeſs, that the King conſented that they ſhould 
reduce into Articles, all that was neceſſary for the 
Good of the Nation, and took an Oath to ratify all 
their Reſolutions. Amongſt theſe Articles, after 
requiring the Obſervation and Execution of Magna 
Charta, with all other neceiſary Ordinances ; They 
inſiſt that, all Strangers ſhould be baniſhed the Court 


and 
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bud Kingdom ; and all ill Counſellors removed ; 


| That the King ſhou'd nes begin any War, or go any 


where out of the Ringdom, without the Common 


Council of his People, Walſingham ſays upon 


this Head, p. 99. That the Barons /ibrars utrobigue 
periculo, inveniunt, quod vivente Petro, eſſe non poterat 
Pax in Regno, nec Rex abundare Theſauro : So they 
never reſted till be was baniſh'd the Kingdom. 

It ſeems likewiſe, that in this Reign rhe Ladies 
were begging and intreiguing at Court: For the 
Lady Veſcey was accus'd of having procur'd to Sir 
Henry Beaumont, her Brother, and others, ſeveral 
Lands, Rents Tenemeats, Franchiſes, and Offices, 
by which means the Kingdom came to be loaded 
with Taxes and Impoſitions ; for which ſhe was or- 
dered to leave the Court, without ever returning to 
make any Stay there. 

The very Talk only of ſuch an Enquiry into the 
State of the Nation, has made a Miniſtry ſometimes 
very wiſely produce an Offender, give up One of 
more of theit own Number, or redreſs ſome Gr ie- 
vance chiefly complain'd of, leſt by nor preventing 
ſuch an Enquiry, they might tun a Riſque of being 
oblig'd to redreſs more Grievances than perhaps at 
firſt were thought of. A principal Point ſhall be 
yielded ſometimes to avoid farther Trouble. 

This has no relation to us at preſent. We all 
know how far our Great Men are from fuch Ap- 


- prehenſions how little Reaſon a Miniſtry have to feat 


any Thing that might be trump'd up upon ſuch an En- 
quity. I'm ſatisfy'd Gibraltar is ſtill in our Hands; and 
Jam as well ſatisfy'd, notwithſtanding the Expence 
of our Fleet, with ſo many Thouſands on board, 
there can be no danger of a War with the Czar, 
Which indeed can never be of any Service to England. 

As for what is paſt in the Mediterranean: If it 
has coſt us Money, we have got Honour, by ſhew- 


ing how well we can fight upon the leaſt Occaſion. 


No, no, when thoſe who are ſuſpected of having 
had Parr in the late traĩterous Deſign, and the Gains 


of ir, have acquirred themſelves in that Point, ro the 


Satis. 
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Satisfaction of all honeſt Men, I'll venture to pro: 
nounce 'em innocent ofa hundred other Miſcarriages, 
which ſome peeviſhPeople pretend to charge 'emwith. 

In this Reign of Edward 2. the Inſtance happen'd 
which the Parliament of Richard 2. referred to in 
their Meſſage, as we have cited it above. The Sto- 
ry is this: Hugh Spencer, being made Lord Chamber- 
lain, and a Man of equal Inſolence and Ambition 
with Gaveſton, ſo inſinuated himſelf with the King, 
that he ſucceeded to all that Favourite's Authority, 
and alſo to the Hatred of the People. Spencer the 
Father was, for his Son's Sake, taken into Play, and 
made Earl of Wincheſter, as he himſelf was Earl 
of Gloceſter. | 

Upon which the Earls of Lancaſter and Hereford, 
with many other Barons, aſſembled and ſwore mu- 
tually to live and dye in Maintenance of the Rights 
of the Kingdom; and in procuring the Baniſnment 
of the Spencers, whom they held as the Seducers of 
the King, and Oppreſſors of the State, ſuffering no- 
thing to be obtain d but by their Means, which was 
a Miſchief moſt intolerable to the State: For that 
„% when all Graces and Diſpatches were to paſs our 
« bur at one Door, the King's Benignity was dimi- 
„ niſhed, and Corruption was introduc'd, to the O- 
« verthrow of Juſtice and good Order.“ In ſhort, 
theſe Lords procured the Spencers to be baniſh'd in 
Parliament. May all Miniſters, who exerciſe the 
ſame Monopoly, meet with the ſame Fate. 

However, as the King was rather forc'd to this, 
than convinc'd of his Duty in it, Means were found 
ro elude the Effect of the Sentence, and Spencer the 
Son made ſhifr to hide himſelf in England, with the 
King's Connivance, till a fair Occaſion fhou'd offer 
for his Return; which happen'd ſoon after, but to the 
utter Ruin of both; for the Queen being diſguſted, 
as well as Lords and Commons, ſhe order'd Matters 
fo, as to get a ſufficient Power; who declaring that 
their Deſign was only ro deliver the Kingdom from 
evil Counſellours, they were eaſily ſucceſsful. 
The Favourires were hang'd with the utmoſt Igno- 


miny, 
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miny, and the unhappy King ſolemnly depos'd, as 
unfit to govern, for theſe Reaſons among others: 
“ For that in all his Reign he had been miſled, and 
« govern'd by others, who gave him evil Counſel, 
« to the Diſhonour of himſelf and the Deſtruction of 
* his People, not conſidering or knowing whether it 
as good or evil; nor wou'd remedy theſe Things, 
{ when he was petition'd by the Chief Men of his 
* Kingdom, nor ſuffer them ro be redreſs'd. So 
wrong is it to trifle with a Parliament, who by their 
Misfortunes are become (ſeriouſly in earneſt. 

A late Grear Man of the ſame Name with thoſe 
juſt mention'd, who was certainly a wiſe Man too, 
no ſooner found he began to be peck'd at, with ſome 
Eagerneſs, by a Houſe of Commons, but he came to 
the King and reſig ned his Staff, telling him he found 
he was not able to do him any Service in a publick 
Poſt : He did not expoſe his Maſter for his own pri- 
vate Intereſt, nor attempt to ſcreen himſelf behind 


the Affection which the People might bear to the 


Perſon of the King. There ought to be no abſent- 
ing for a little while, no laying down one Poſt and 
keeping others, When a Nation is exaſperated, 
and a Miniſter is become heartily diſagreeable, the 
only Way for an honeſt Servant to expreſs his Love 
to his Maſter, is to yield up all; and the moſt popu- 
lar Thing a Prince can do, is, to give up thoſe that 
are diſguſtful to his People. 

Thus did Harry the Eighth, than whom certainly 
there never was a more poſitive Prince. Becauſe, 
ſays the Hiſtorian, the Authors of Oppreſſion and 
Injuſt ice are always moſt odious; and nothing gives 
a People more Satisfaction, than to ſee their Perſecu- 
tors puniſh'd : He caus'd Empſon and Dudley, the two 
Chief Actors in the late rapacious Proceedings, to be 
committed to the Tower; and divers of the inferior 
Agents, call'd Aiders and Abettors, to be ſet in the 
Pillory : Soon after this he calls a Parliament, where 
the principal Proceedings were, with regard to Emp- 


Jon's and Dudley's Extortions: Upon which the King 


har he might enlarge the People's Confidence an 
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Affection towards bim, was willing to refrain ſome- 


thing of hisown Authority. In ſhort, Empſon and Dudley - 


were attainted of High Treaſon ; and the King, to- 
ſatisfy the importunate Clamours of his People, 
caus d them both to be beheaded; by which he 
gaind the Aﬀection of the Nation, and was in per- 
fect Peace and Safety with bis People. 

If a Houſe of Commons cannot attack a Miniſter, 
or even a Miniſtry, upon a popular Grievance, bur 
immediately the King and Miniſtry muſt be blend- 
ed together; and they are wicked enough to try to 
caſt the Odium upon him, or to ſcreen themſelves 
by him; there is an End of our Conſtitution. "Tis 
indeed, a very true and a very juſt Maxim with us, 
that the King can do no wrong, but it ought to be car- 
ry d no farther; we muſt not add nor his Miniſtry 
neither; for in that Caſe, none but the Tools of Mi- 
niſters can ever be puniſh'd for the greateſt Abuſes; 
which wou'd be a ſad Caſe in the preſent Miſery 
and Poverty we are reduc'd ro. 

Let us ſuppoſe that Harry the Eighth had tacitly 
encourag d Empſon and Dudley in plundering the Sub- 
jects, and had had no incoatiderable Share of the Gains 
himſelf, as it's certain Harry the Seventh had; wou'd 
it, or indeed ought it to have availed em any Thing, 
(When the Parliament were enquiring into their 
Actions) to have told the King, © Sir, You have had 
* your Share of this Booty; they ſtrike at you more 
than at us; you mult ſcreen us (happen what will) 
« or elſe more may come our than is proper to be 
Known.“ Cou'd any Thing have rais'd the Indigna- 


tion of the Whole Nation againſt them more thang 


this, if it was known? And as for the Prince, he 
might well have anſwer'd 'em ; © I won't be accounts 
* able for this Miſchief, by taking it upon my ſelf; 


was not let into the Secret; I underſtood no harm 


te by ir; You oughr to have adviſed me better; bur 
* fiance I now find that you only drew me in to hide 
your own Avarice, depend upon it, I ſhall rhe 
* more willingly give you up to the juſt Reſentment 
* of my People, and I am juſtified in ir, both by the 
© Laws of God and my Kingdom. Hs: 
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Having made a few Remarks upon ( aſlages 
ia our Eugliſi Hiſtory; it may not be amiſs to give 
ſome Inftances of the good Oeconomy, apd the ſteady 
and uabiaſs'd Virtue of theRomansfance it was by theſeʒ 


and theſe alone, they became ſo great ani} powerful. 


Pyrrbus, King of Epirus, was very deſirous to con- 
clude a Peace with the Romans; in order to which, 
having got Fabricius alone, he tries in the following 
Speech to corrupt him. | 

« As I deſire ro have all the Reſt of the Roman: for 
* my Friends, ſo eſpecially you C. Fabricius, who [ 
« eſteem as a Perſon that excels all others for your 
Conduct, as well in Civil as Military Affairs; yer 
«I am ſorry to ſee you wanting in one Point, I 
mean of an Eſtate, that may enable you to live ig 
that Port, which becomes a Perſon of your Quali- 
ty. Bur I will nor ſuffer this Injury of Fortune 
to be any longer troubleſome to you, and I will 
* beſtow on you ſo much Gold and Silver, as ſhall 
* make you richer than any of your Fellow-Citi- 
*zens; for I reckon it becomes one in my Conditi- 
on to relieve ſuch great Men as are poor, who 
„have always aim'd more at getting Honvur thag 
Money: Yer I would not have made you this Of- 
fer, if the Honour of this Benefit accrued co me 
* with Diſhonour to your ſelf ; but now becauſe you 
come not upon any perfidious Deſign, or that which 
is at all unworthy your Character, why ſhould 
* you refuſe a ſmall Preſent offered you, out of 
" Kindneſs, by a Friend; for I ask nothing of you 
but what may, yea, and ought to be done by any ha- 
., neſt Man, that is a Lover of his Country; that 
Nui endeavour 10 carry it for making Peace with me 
J in the Senate, who have already gained a Battle, and 
bring them off from their Obſtinacy to a more mode- 
rate Temper, | 

Fabricius had too much Honeſty to accept the Mo- 
ney, and too much good Senſe not to know he could 
not long be of that Weight he was of, in his Coun- 
try, it he had. After a ſhort Pauſe, he made this An- 
wer: | 

; 2 
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* Tf 1 am obſerved to have any Skill in the Ma- 
© nagemenr of Civil or Military Affairs, tis needleſs 
* for me to ſay any Thing of ir, fince you have be“ 
© liev'd others ſo much, concerning ir. Bur if you 
* ſappoſe I am in a worſe Condition, becauſe I am 
Poor, than any other Roman, you are mightily 
* miſtaken ; for whilſt I do my Duty with Contempt 
of Wealth, I feel no Miſery : I bear the greateſt 
« Offices among us; I manage the moſt important 
© Wars: I am employed in the moſt honourable Em- 
& bafſies; the Charge of Religion is committed to 
© my Care; I am call'd to the Senate, and conſulred 
4 with concerning the weighteſt Affairs of State: 
Therefore as much as being the pooreſt of all, I 
„ come not ſhort of any of the Wealthieſt in what 
is good and commendable, why ſhould I complain 
4 of my Fortune? This as to my publick Capacity. 
& In my private one, my Poverty is ſo far from be- 
ing a Burthen ro me, that, on the contrary, when I 
« compare my ſelf with your rich Men, my Condi- 
Ef tion ſeems infinitely happier than theirs ; and I 
t count my ſelf one of thoſe few, that have attain- 
t ed the greateſt Happineſs of this World: For'fince 
« jr ſeems but an idle Thing to me to cover Super- 
« fluities, and with all, my little Spot of Ground, 
46. which I labour my ſelf, if well cultivated, will 
« ſupply me with Neceſſaries, I do not know why I 
« ſhould be ſolicitous for more Wealth: But if the 
F Pofleſſion thereof renders a Man any Thing happi- 
« er, as to you Kings the Matter ſeems; which is 
« the beſt way of getting Wealth, to receive it from 
« you diſhonourably, or to ger it my ſelf hereafter 
ec honourably 2 My good Succeſſes in the Service of 
* rhe State, have given me brave Opportunities to 
« improve my Fortune, as at other Times often, ſo 
£ eſpecially four Years ago, when being Conſul, I 
< was ſent with an Army againſt the Lucanians, Sam- 
« nites and Brutians, and waſted their large Terri- 
< rories ; and having routed them in ſeveral Battles, 
* took and rifled their rich Towns; from which Boo- 
. ty, after I had given Largeſſes to my Soldiers, and 
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« repay d private Perſpns, whatever they had lem 
« che State, upon the Occaſions of the War, there 
« remained the Sum of 400 Talents, which I laid up 
* in the Publick Treaſury. Seeing therefore, that I 
« have thus refus'd to make my Fortune by honour- 
* able Means, out of this Booty, which was in my 

« Hands; and like Val. Publicola, and many other 
c noble Romans, who have raiſed the State to this 
Pitch, preferred Honour before Intereſt; ſhall L 
now take Bribes of you, quitting an honeſt Way 
of getting an Eſtate, for one as infamous as dane 
* gerous ? But now what do you think would be the 
< Iſſue of the Matter, if the Thing ſhould be diſco- 


e vered (and it cannot be concealed) to thoſe Magi- 
e ſtrates, called Cenſors, from their Authority in ce 
> © forming Manners, and that they ſhould impeach me 


of Bribery? | 
'Tis added by moſt, that Pyrrbus rry'd his Con- 
ſtancy and Reſolution more importunately a ſecond 


Time: After other large Promiſes, offering ro him part 
of his Kingdom. All this I thougbt pertinent and 


uſeful to mention, as related by ſeveral Authors, 


to ſhew how the Greatneſs of the Romans took its 
> Riſe, as well from the Thrift that was ſhewed in all 
> Marrers relating to the Publick, (this wiſe Nation 


making almoſt every foreign Expedition bear its 
own Charge) as from the Integrity and Diſiatereſt- 
edneſs of their great Men and Miniſters. Theſe were 
the Manners of thoſe Days; ſuck the Tempers and 
Diſpoſicions of thoſe Perſons by whom the Roman 
Stare, being buoy'd up thro'ſo many Difficulties and 


2 Calamities, arrived at ſuch an incomparable Grau- 
deur of Empire and Renown. By thele and the like 


Inftances we may learn how Men ought to be quali- 


| fied, if inſtead of being cry'd up by a few Creatures 


of their own, penſioned for that very Purpoſe, rhey 


intend to be heartily admired, cheriſhed and belov'd 
by the Body of their Fellow-Citizens ; and to leave 
their Poſterity a more flouriſhing State, than they re- 


ceived from their Forefathers. Great Men did nar 


then ſtrive ro exceed in Wealth and Luxury at their 


Coun: 
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Cdüntry's Coſt, but in Courage and Conduct, in Re- 
ſolution and Fidelity to their Country: And theſe 


which I have cited; and the like, were rio warm Ex- 
reſſions arifing from Paſſion, nor premeditated 


y the Speakers, the more plauſibly to carty on 


ſome ſecret Intrigue ; but theſe Men being rather 


'Admirable than Imitable in our Days, by the con- 


ſtant Tenor of their Actions, verified their Words. 

This ſame Fabricius, when he had but two Pieces of 
Plate in his Houſe, a Salt- eller, and a Diſh; with a 
Stand of Horn to hold ir, and the Ambafſadors of 
the Sammites wou'd have preſented him with Mo- 
ney and rich Furniture, he told them, As long as F 


can rule my Apperite, I ſhall want nothing; car- 


« ry you the Money to them that want it.” In fine, 
he liv'd ſo all his Life, that he left nothing at his 
Death, and his Daughters were portion'd by the 
Senate. The Chief Men liv'd then with the ſame 
Continence and Moderation. Q. Fabius Maximus, a 
Perſon who had often botn the greateſt Offices; 
having been once Cenſor, refus'd the Office a 
ſecond Time, ſaying, Ir was not for the Intereſt of 
the Commonwealth to have the ſame Men often 


— 


choſen Cenſors. He likewiſe died ſo poor, that his 


Son was forc'd to receive Money from the Publick, 


for his Funeral. Curius, out of a like Generoſny N 


and Greatneſs of Mind, contemn'd the Sabines Pre- 


brought ſo much Money into the Publick Treaſury, 


that one Captain's Booty deliver'd the People from 
any farther Need of Taxes; and this he did wich- 
out any other Advantage to his Family, than the ho? 


nourable and immortal Memory of his Name and 
Action. Africanus the younger got as little by the 


Deſtruction of Carthage, and his Fellow. Cenſor L. * 
Mummius as little as either of them by the Ruins of 


the rich City of Corinth. But his Buſineſs was ra- 
ther the Ornament and Luftre of his Country, than 
chat of his Houſe: Altho' in giving Reputation * 

the 


' ſents, as Fabricius had done thoſe of the Samnites; 
Paulus Æmilius, upon his Victory over Perſens, | 
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the one, he cou d not fail of doing the like to the 
other. 

I bave been the longer upon this, becauſe of the 
Uſefulneſs of ſuch Examples. The chief End. of 
Hiſtory being to give us good Rules, whereby we 
ſhou'd ſquare our own Actions, and to point out to 
us the ſeveral Sreps by which a Nation arrives. at 
and preſerves a ftrong, vigorous, and flouriſhing 
Conſtitution, and becomes great and conſiderable 
with its Neighbours. Here we have a great Man 
behaving himſelf like a faithful Steward to the Com- 
monwealth, accompting exactly for what Monies 
he had taken, and lodging them in the Publick Trea- 
ſury. Here's a Stateſman treating Ali the Offers and 
advantageous Conditions made him with Contempt, 
and refuſing even a Share in a Crown ; and that 
when the Thing defir'd of him ſeem'd rather of ſer- 
vice than prejudicial to the Commonwealth; at leaſt 
it was of ſuch a Nature as might have bore the moſt 
plauſible Colours, and the Author of it very eaſily 
have been ſcreen'd : But an honeſt Man will always 
reaſon thus; Sure I need no ſuch Inducements to 
promote the Good of my Country, and nothing 
ſhall tempt me ro wrong it. 

There is nothing more common among this brave 
People, than Examples of this fort : Scipio, Cato U- 
ticenſis, Haminius, and an hundred more, are Paterns 
for ſuch to follow, as will handle Matters of Go» 
vernment with Integrity and Virtue, Theſe did 
not think of building up Fortunes to themſelves, but 
of enriching the State. They were ſo far from ta- 
king Preſents to facilitate the paſſing of a Bill in the 
Senate, or appropriating to ſecret Services what was 
deſign d to raiſe Publick Credit, and pay the Nati- 
ons Debts; that like good Truſtees they treaſur d 
up for the Services of the Publick what they drew 
from others, and ſcorn'd to convert any part of ir by 
little under-hand Subtilties and Diſtinctions to their 
own Uſe. Thus they took Care that Poverty ſhou'd 
not grow upon the Publick, as the only Means good 
Rulers have to prevent burthening the People with 

| E 


Taxes, 


LY 


Taxes, a Matter with them ever ftudiouſly avoided; 

By this honeſt Oeconomy (for I can't repeat it too 
often) Rome atriv'd to that high Pitch of Greatneſs, 
which they had never reach d, had their Conſuls, 
Prætors, Ediles, and what is worſe, their Queſtors, Trea- 


ſurers, been permitted to diſſipate the Revenue, take 


Bribes with Impuniry, and leaving the Nation Kill in 
Pawn, to enrich themſelves by what was laid up to 
diſcharge the heavy Engagements they ſomerimes 
lay under by long expenfive Wars. Habere queſtus 
Rempub. (it's a Roman Conſul ſpeaks) non modo tur pe 
eft ſed etiam ſceleratum & nefarium. No; they knew 
this wou'd reflect upon the Dignity and Majeſty of 
the Commonwealth, which they always kept ſacred; 
that by ſuch Proceedings Publick Credir muſt fink at 
once; and then,if aWar had overrakenthem, their Ruin 
was inevitable ; for when the Publick is exhauſted, 
and when private Men are ſo impoverifh'd as not to 
be in a Condition to help the Publick, the Nation 
maſt be left naked and defenceleſs, they muſt be- 


come contemptible ro their Allies, and a Prey to 
thoſe that will invade them. 


Nor is this the Buſineſs only of good Rulers in a 4 


well order d Republick : The beſt and wiſeſt Princes 
have ever been the moſt frugal of the publick Money, 


and have look d very narrowly into their ownAﬀairs: Þ 


And chiefly ſuch as relate to their Income and Re- 
venue. And indeed, there is this good Reaſon for it 
among many others: If a good Prince neglects that 
which is ſo much his oẽn Concern, and leaves a Matter 
fo important to himſelf, wholly ro his Miniſters 5 they 


will ever endeavour to keep him in Ignorance, that 
they may with the greater Impunity prey upon him : 
They grow Corrupt and Ravenous, the Common- 
wealth is devour'd, and nothing but Want and 
Milery enſues: And when he finds out his Fault, 


and ſets himſelf ſeriouſly ro diſengage the Publick, 


and pur the Revenue in Order, he is forc'd againſt his 6 


Inclination, to add heavy Burthens, and opprels the 


People with Taxes; and ſo he loſes their Hearts, Y 


and they that Reyerence they ought to have for him. 
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mount all Oppoſition, The Cabals of a Party, the 


3 
Veſpaſian, though a very excellent Emperor, and one 
that aim'd at nothing but the good of Mankind; that 
he might put Things in order, and diſcharge the Pub- 
lick of a great Debt, was forc d to continue the 
old Impoſitions, add new ones, exerciſe diverſe 
ſordid Monopolies, and make n Traffick of 
Places and Preferments: By ail which he loſt the 
Character, he ſo well deſervd by his many other 
excellent Qualities ; and Pofteriry will ſcarce allow 
him a Rank among good Princes. Thus it appears 
how much it imports the Ruler of a Nation with 
careful Eyes to look after his Treaſure himſelf, fince 
the want of it will compell the beſt of Men to the 
worſt of Actions, by which he becomes odious ar 
the _ and in after Ages his Vertue will be 
cenſur d. , 

However, next to preventing ſo great an Evil, 
the ſafeſt way, if ir does happen is, as is already 
ſaid, frankly ro give up the Offenders; and make 
them anſwer for their Actions in that Place, to 
which rhe Conſtitution has entruſted rhe Enquiry 
into, and Puniſhment of ſuch Offences. A Prince 
fhould never ſuffer any thing that is Corrupr, 


or Venal, in his Palace. We have a very remarkable 


Inſtance of this in Conſtantine : An Inſtance never to be 
forgotten, either by a Good King or a Free People. 
He, without ſtaying for Addrefles or Petitions from 
the ſeveral Cities and Provinces of the Empire, pro- 
ceeded of his own accord, ro remedy the Diſorders 
crept into the Government by a rapacious Miniſtry. 
He thought it below him to protect and ſcreen a 
Minton or Favourite for any Reaſon whatſoever, but 
corrected Rapine, Oppreſſion and Bribery, in the 
miniſterial Parts of the Government, by a ſolemn 
E D IC T. inviting all forts of People, to accuſe 


> ſuch of his Miniſters and Officers as had been Cor- 


rupt. 


1 know, ſays a celebrated Author, many Obſtacles 
will be thrown in the Way, to baffleſuch a Reformati- 
on. But a wiſe and reſolute Prince, will eatily ſur- 


Diffi- 
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Difficulties ſome may pretend to bring upon his 
Affairs; no nor the vaſt Sums of Money, at firſt 
fraulently gotten, and now laid our to prevenr 
e : neither them nor a Thouſand other Obſta- 

8, will ever terrify or diſcourage ſuch a one, bent 
ro reform the State, who has the Love of his People, 
and whoſe Intereſt is one and the ſame with theirs. 
Much leſs need he apprehend the mercenary and un- 
conſtant Crew of Place-Hunters, whoſe -Defigas- 
are always (cen thro', who are deſpis'd as ſoon as 
known, and who only lead one another. We have 
never yet heard of a Tumult rais'd to reſcue a 
Miniſter, whom his Maſter deſired to bring to a fair 
Account; on the contrary, to ſee a few enrich'd with 
the Spoils , of 5 Conngry, has been the occaſion of 
many popular Seditions, which wiſe Kings have ap- 
peas'd, by a juſt and timely Sacrifice, To conclude: If 
a King be ſevere in looking into his Accounts, if 
he be careful of the publick Money, if he examine 
into the Corruption of his Officers, if he enquire 
into the ſudden and exorbitant Wealth of thoſe who 
have had the handling of his Treaſure, if he rigo- 
rouſly puniſh ſuch as, in breach of their Truſt,” and 
contrary to their Oaths, have converted to their 
own uſe, what belongs to the State; i®he abandon 
and refigns into the Hands of Juſtice ſuch as have 
robbed him and the Publick; and if he rake back 
what was too great to give, and much too great to 
be ask'd ; tis with the univerſal Applauſe of the Peo- 
ple, whom this Care relieves from frequent and 
heavy Taxes; he will be juſtify'd by the Voices 
of all Mankind, in purſuing the Ends for which he 
was call'd by the People, and his Name will bg 
great to all future Generations. 


Nemo eſt tam ſtultus qui 1 i dormieri- 
mus hoc tempore, non modo crudelem & ſuperbam Domi: 
nat ionem nobis ſed & ignominivſam & flagitioſam eſſe 
ferendam. é 


